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that Davalos's explanation of its origin is the right
one.
Davalos could give no estimate of the numbers
of the tribe. Like others with whom I talked, he
could only say they were "very strong in numbers";
and I have heard estimates of anything from one to
ten thousand. However, all persons who seemed
to have any knowledge of them agreed that they
dwell in large community houses accommodating
fully fifty persons, with thatched roofs extending to
the ground and a door at each end. It was also
agreed that the houses are rectangular and not
elliptical, as are those of the Jivaros, and the general
belief was that they live in "towns," which, if true,
is exceptional for these parts.
All reports also agreed that the Aucas go nude,
not even wearing G-strings or breech-cloths,
although during dances, ceremonials, and on other
occasions they adorn themselves with feather head-
dresses, feather and thread amulets, and decorate
their bodies with variously coloured clays. They
also use ear-plugs of hard-baked clay, which are so
heavy that they frequently stretch the ear-lobes to
the shoulders. In the case of women the ear-plugs
are used only after marriage. Both sexes also insert
two long feathers through perforations in the sides
of their noses, tying the quills together beneath the
nostrils so that the plumes project beyond the
cheeks at an angle of about forty-five degrees. Both
sexes also perforate the lower lip and wear pendants